Lowise and Amards gallop up the hill in the Fur Bug
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Invibed by Sue Mart to g along on ane of
Benningions Try Sports Driving days, |
wans lpaking foreard to meeting the
instruscton, Amanda Saville, again. She les
up Morth and was stopping at Bennington
&n roaube to the East of England Show, Her
falher and mine are cousing, so being
horsay and enjoying shows must run inthe
family! But | am happier fiding and
Arranda 1= 3 whiz at driving, as anyone
whio has seen her Chariols of Fre’ Display
Fearn Im actian will agree. She is the
Seatlish ndoor Champion and has written
# ok, “Sports Driving,

I raally did not know what 1o expect the
eaperienice Lo feel like, | have been driven
before, gently along the lanes Ina gig,
which | enjoyed. bul nol enaugh Lo want
to take wp deving, Amanda started by
showing me & few salety-chedos 1o make
an the hamess, One of her stunt ponies,
Torm-Tam, was pul to & Berinington Fun

Bug. Appropriately dressed with my
Jods, hard hat, boots and gloves, |
stepped on baard with Amanda
gaaled nexl Lo e, Therelore, | =t
perfectly safe and in good hands, even
though | had 1o Lake the reins.

Ve walked on, inte the nicely maown,
flat field ‘decorated with cones
Armanda eaplained how one usey
ans's body language to steer and
conlrol the poay and, when we did

o first tunn, |leant over like e seen
them doin the sourry driving. Mow,
Armanda told me stralght away you do
nol feed Lo do that. ILis quite similar
to riding. Sitbing up nice and straighit,
a dight turm of the head and therslons
the upper body, an almaoasy
indistinguishable movement, was
sufficlent for the finely-tuned Tom-
Toem 1o know where | wanted him o

gl

You don't nesd 3 sat-nay with Tom-

Tormd

Wéow! This pony is soaooo well-
schopled, | 'was seon trotting thraugh
The cones, keeping a light, even conlac
and Just lgoking where | wanted to go
iprabably alintle sedately for Tam-Tom,
wha 15 used b Qoing somewhan faster],
Amands taught me how 1o accelerals,
steady-up and tum the comers araund the
adge al the big fisld. Then we had a cross-
country-sivle galleg up the incling 1o fimish
an a high.

Il wias more fun than | ever imagined it
weould b2, 10 was easler and mare natural
than lekpecled oo, The nest person had
arviuied for thedr lesson; they weren't a first-
limer like me, Lhey were hawing more
athvanced schoaling

Bennington Carrlages are holding
another Try Driving session. The next

one s an Wedne sday 16th buly,

For detalls atc phone Sus Mart on
071 400 281 200 or

emall carrlagesabannington.co.uk
www. sportsdiri ving.coouk

Heport by Lowse Graham
Flagtas by Toe Malesworth

uise, Amanda and Tom-Tam

NEDTL Escrick Park

A :

Wiith the carniage driving season in full swing, the
Mot East Diving Trials Group heeld their third event of
the year at Escrick Park on 2158 May/ 15t June. & good
enftry of 55 compatitars saw Do dressage arsnas kept
buasy throwghout the Saturday. The twao Mational
Plowice Qualifiers sadly continued the cument trend of
lor ramkzers in this class, with anly three entries
farward in the Pany class and faur in the Horse, bat
nonetheless places were hothy fought over. Dasdd
Wagsnaff-Myers toak the Movice Poiy gualifying ticket
and Wendy Peckham the Movice Horse class. Bath
drivers managed 1a hald on to an ovemight lezd after
dressagpe and cones to earn their place at the Windsar
Mational Champicnships.

Lerwsest apen dressage scone of the day weant to Penny
Winod with 508 and in the dub novice class Tomy
Mould scored a creditable 47,8

The gead weather enjoyed on Saturday gave way (o
persistent raim an Sunday moming, which made the
qround conditions extremely greasy. This didnm step
drivers putting up some extremely quick times in the
abstackes however Fastest marathon went to Open
Parmy competitor Gary Brosn from Lancashine, whio
starmed round the shstacles for a scare of 544
penalties which also gave him the lowest averall score
af the entive campatition! Second fastest an the
marathion vas Alan Wilkinson wdith 624, which enabled
hirn ter pull wp froes fourth place Do win the open horss

class.

The pairs class was won by Lynn Winder from Tebay in
Cumbiia, who held off a deterrired challenge fram
Scatsman Douglas Strachan. & long-time competitar
with the Merth East Cluls and & compities rermibsr,
Douglas maintains be is a contender for being the
aldest competitar with the aldest ponies, aldes
carriage and oldest harsebox! His obstacke ime of /7.8
walld belia this fact, finishing only seven penalties
behind Lymin who is much, MUCH younger!
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